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Abstract: An attempt was made to study the physico-chemical parameters of Savitri river water using multivariate
statistical techniques such as principal component analysis (PCA) and hierarchical cluster analysis. In this study,
data of 26 water quality parameters for six sampling locations were analyzed during monsoon, winter and summer
season of June, 2004 to May, 2007. Scree plots for the eigenvalues obtained in this study shows pronounced seasonal
change in slope. Water Quality Index (WQI) values were found to be increasing during the seasons and indicate the
deterioration of water quality in summer season. Cluster analysis demonstrates that the surface water character

changes significantly with seasons.
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Introduction

Assessment of seasonal change in surface water quality
is an important aspect for evaluation of temporal
variations of river pollution due to natural or anthro-
pogenic inputs of point and non-point sources.
Agricultural, industrial and urban activities are considered
as being major sources of chemicals and nutrients to
ecosystem (Ouyang, 2006; Khan et al., 2009). The
degradation of water quality due to various contaminants
has resulted in altered species composition and decreased
overall health of aquatic communities within the river
basin (Durell et al., 2001).

Due to spatial and temporal variations in water
chemistry a monitoring programme that will provide a
representative and reliable estimation of the quality of
surface waters is necessary. Thus, monitoring programme
including frequent water samplings at many sites and
determination of a large number of physico-chemical
parameters are usually conducted, resulting in a large
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data matrix, which needs a complex data interpretation
(Chapman, 1998; Fakayode, 2005; Dwivedi and Pathak,
2009). The evaluation of water quality in developing
countries has become a critical issue in recent years
(Ongley, 1998), especially due to the concern that fresh
water will be a scarce resource in the future whereas
water monitoring for different purposes is well defined
(e.g. aquatic life preservation, contact recreation, drinking
water use) (Chapman, 1992; WHO, 1987).

The problems of data reduction and interpretation,
characteristic change in water quality parameters and
indicator parameters, and identification can be
approached through the use of the principal component
analysis (PCA), principal factor analysis (PFA) and
cluster analysis (Ouyang et al., 2000). The multivariate
analysis techniques are used to explain the correlation
among a large number of variables in terms of small
number of underlying factors without losing much
information (Meglen, 1992). The intention underlying
the use of multivariate analysis is to achieve great
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efficiency of data compression from the original data and
to gain some information useful in the interpretation of
the environmental geochemical origin. In recent years,
the PCA and PFA techniques have been applied to a
variety of environmental applications (Ouyang, 2006;
Gangopadhya et al., 2001).

Water quality indices (WQI) permit us to assess
changes in water quality and to identify water trends
(Chapman, 1992). A quality index is a unitless number
that ascribes a quality value to an aggregate set of
measured parameters. The WQI gives a number that can
be associated with a quality percentage, easy to
understand by everyone and based on scientific criteria.

Materials and Methods

Study Area

The study area of Savitri river basin located near Mahad
of Konkan region in India at 18° 05" North and 73° 25’
East. Mahad industrial area lies on the right bank of
Savitri river. It is one of the major rivers in the Konkan
region. It starts at Mahableshwar, flows through the hilly
area and merges into the Arabian sea which is 40 km
away from the Mahad. Kalu river, Gandhari river and
one water stream (which flows through the industrial
area) joins the Savitri river. Sewage of Mahad city is
also discharged into the river. Pharmaceutical, pesticide,
dye and dye intermediate industries are located in Mahad
industrial area that discharges large quantities of waste
water in the river and hence pollutes the river.

Sample Collection

Samples were collected during the monsoon, winter and
summer seasons of June 2004 to May 2007 from Savitri
river and one canal/stream that joins Savitri river. All
samples were collected in pre-cleaned HDPE sample
container of 2000 ml capacity. Sample containers were
completely filled with water sample to eliminate any

headspace and dissolution of oxygen from air. Prior to
collecting the samples, bottles were rinsed with sample
water. After sample collection, the containers were
labeled, wrapped with parafilm and stored on ice for
transport. All samples were stored in laboratory in their
original containers at 4°C.

Analysis of River Water

The physico-chemical analysis of water quality
parameters were analyzed by following the Standard
Methods by APHA (1992). Cation and anion analysis
were carried out on Ion-Chromatograph instrument
(Make-Metrohm). Eluents used for anion analysis was
3.2 mM Na,CO;4/1.0 mM NaHCO;, column used:
A-SUPP-5, Flow rate: 0.7 ml/min, pressure: 10.6 Mpa
and for cation column used was Metrsep C2-250, eluent:
4 mMol/L tartaric acid/0.75 mMol/L dipicolinic acid,
flow rate: Iml/min and pressure 10.1 Mpa was
maintained.

Results and Discussion

Water Quality Index (WQI)

Water quality indices for major Indian rivers were
reported and it was found that the WQI values were above
100 implying that the water of these rivers was not fit
for human consumption without proper treatment (Tiwari
and Manzoor Ali, 1998).

In the present study, WQI (Figure 1) for Savitri river
reveals the information regarding the status of water
pollution at all six sampling stations of study area. WQI
values at all locations and during all seasons are above
100 except sampling station (IV); this indicates that river
water is not fit for drinking purpose. WQI values for
sampling stations I, II and III are approximately equal
for monsoon season of year 2004 and summer season of
year 2007 but shows variations for other seasons (Figure
1). Water quality index values for stations V and VI were
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Figure 1: Seasonal variation in water quality index (WQI) of
different sampling locations.
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increased by 20% in summer season during the period
Summer-2005 to Summer-2007. In the monsoon season,
WQI values were doubled but these values are ranging
200-600. WQI values decreased in winter season of the
year 2005 and again increased in winter-06. Savitri river
water quality was observed deteriorated during the
sampling period Jun-2004 to May-2007.

Principal Component Analysis
In PCA, eigenvalues are normally used to determine the
number of principal components (PCs) retained for
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further study (Y. Ouyang et al., 2006). Number of
components are equal to the number of variables in PCA.
However the component is not only comprised of a single
variable but rather all variables used in a study. For
example, there were 26 variables used in this study, which
produced 26 components. Principal components were
extracted from the correlation matrix and with
eigenvalues greater than one. Principal component score
plots for PC1 and PC2 are shown in Figure 2.

Scree plot for the eigenvalues obtained in this study
shows pronounced seasonal change in slope (Figure 3).
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Figure 2: Component score plots of PC1 and PC2 for each season of the sampling period.
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Figure 3: Scree plot of each season for the period of 2004-2007.

It implies that there was a seasonal variation in the
physico-chemical character of the river water. Eigen-
values of first component for first year (Jun 2004 to May
2005) were in monsoon season (16.2), in winter season
(17.2) and in summer season (16.5). For second year (Jun
2005 to May 2006) these values were in monsoon season
(17.5), in winter season (20.1) and in summer season
(17.7). In third year (Jun 2006 to May 2007) values were
in monsoon (18.3), winter (20.3) and summer (18.8).

Data of component loading for the three years is given
in Table 1. Principal components having eigenvalues
greater than one were retained for this study. In the present
study, it is observed that during the monsoon season of
three years, the variance obtained for the retained
principal components were 92.4%, 91.2% and 90.1%
respectively. Most of the variables were positively loaded
in PC1 for monsoon season of the year 2004 except
temperature and dissolved oxygen (DO). However,
during monsoon 2005, these variables were negatively
loaded except temperature, pH and DO. Most of the
variables again in Mon 06 were positively loaded except
pH and DO.

In winter season, variances obtained was 83.7%,
90.2% and 89.7% respectively. Maximum number of
variables were negatively loaded in Win-04 and Win-05
but positively loaded during Win-06 other than pH and
DO. In summer season, variance obtained was 96.3%,
92.5% and 92.4% respectively. Most of the parameters
were negatively loaded during the summer season of all
three years. DO have positive loading in summer of each
year; however pH had positive loading in Sum-06 and
Sum-07, negative in Sum-05. Turbidity shows positive
values of component loading in PC1 during the Sum-05
and Sum-06 but had negative in Sum-07. Phosphate had
positive component loading only in Sum-05. Overall %
of variance values were higher in monsoon then

decreased in winter and again increased during the
summer season.

Cluster Analysis

In this hierarchical cluster analysis study, squared
Euclidian distance and Ward method is used to construct
dendrogram. A low distance shows the two objects as
similar or close together whereas a large distance
indicates dissimilarity. Dendrograms of cluster analysis
for different sampling stations and for the monsoon,
winter and summer seasons of three years are shown in
Figures 4, 5 and 6. Sampling station IV had identical
cluster for all the three seasons which indicates that not
appreciable variation was observed in water quality
during the sampling period. Sampling stations V and VI
clustered together in summer and winter seasons whereas
this was not maintained in monsoon. Variation in
clustering of sampling station I was observed with other
locations seasonally and year-wise. Sampling location
III clustered with different groups for monsoon and
winter but this cluster was not retained in summer season.

Conclusion

In this study, surface water quality data for 26 physical
and chemical parameters collected from six monitoring
stations of Savitri river were analyzed using PCA and
cluster analysis. Data shows the seasonal variation from
monsoon to summer. Water Quality Index values are
higher in summer season and at locations V and VI. PCA
analysis demonstrated that the seasonal water quality
parameter variations must be considered to evaluate the
pollution load and effect of parameters on water quality
because the parameter that is important in contribution
of water quality for one season may not be important for
other season. Cluster analysis implies that most surface
water samples collected from the same location were not
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Figure 4: Dendrogram of hierarchical cluster analysis for monsoon season of three years. (I, II, . . . Sampling
Stations, M - Monsoon, W - winter, S - Summer and 04, 05, 06 - year 2004, 2005, 2006)

VWOoS8

VWO0S5 1

VIWOS5

VIW 08 j

VWO04

VIW 04
nw 04
IW 04
mw 05
W05
nwos
mw 08
nw 06
W o8
mnw 04

IVWO06
VWO0S5
IVWO04
0
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Figure 6: Dendrogram of hierarchical cluster analysis for summer season of three years.



112 P.B. Lokhande and H.A. Mujawar

clustered together especially for summer season and this
demonstrates that Savitri river water characters change
significantly with seasons.
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