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Table S1. (Continued)
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Notes: D1: Randomization process; D2: Deviations from intended interventions; D3: Missing outcome data; D4: Measurement of the outcome; D5:
Selection of the reported result. H: High risk of bias; L: Low risk of bias; S: Some concerns.
Abbreviations: BAI: Beck Anxiety Inventory; BDI: Beck Depression Inventory; BFI: Brief Fatigue Inventory; CES-D: Center for Epidemiologic Studies
Depression Scale; EORTC QLQ-C30: European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer Quality of Life Questionnaire-Core 30; FACIT:
Functional Assessment of Chronic Illness Therapy; FSFI: Female Sexual Function Index; MENQOL: Menopause-Specific Quality of Life questionnaire;
MFI: Multidimensional Fatigue Inventory; POMS: Profile of Mood States; PSQI: Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index.

Volume X Issue X (2026)

doi: 10.36922/CP026240038


https://doi.org/10.36922/CP026240038

Cancer Plus

Melatonin in breast cancer: A systematic review

Table S2. Full search strategies

Database Date searched Search string
((((breast cancer[Title/Abstract]) AND melatonin[Title/Abstract]) AND English[Language])) NOT
PubMed May 15, 2026 REVIEW |[Publication Type] AND (Intervention Studies OR intervention OR controlled trial OR
“randomized” OR “randomised” OR “random” OR “randomly” OR “placebo” OR “assignment”)
TS=(“breast cancer”) AND TS=(“melatonin”) AND Document Types=(Article) AND
Web of Science May 15, 2026 TS=(“intervention” OR “intervention studies” OR “controlled trial” OR “randomized” OR “random” OR
“randomly” OR “placebo” OR “assignment”)
(“breast cancer”:ti,ab,kw AND melatonin:ti,ab,kw) AND (intervention:ti,ab,kw OR “controlled
Cochrane Library May 15, 2026 trial”:ti,ab,kw OR randomized:ti,ab,kw OR random:ti,ab,kw OR randomly:ti,ab,kw OR placebo:ti,ab,kw

OR assignment:ti,ab,kw)

Notes: All three databases were searched from inception to May 15, 2026, with no restriction on publication year; together, the three searches retrieved
378 records, of which 40 were duplicates (Figure 1).
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